
Town of Meridian Hills
Town Council Meeting Minutes
July 11th, 2011
 
President Rush called the meeting of the Meridian Hills Town Council to order at 7 pm.  The meeting was held in the library of the Early Childhood Learning Center at Park Tudor School
In Attendance:

Jim Rush, President
Terry O’Brien, Councilor








Walter Freihofer, Councilor



Michael Russo, Town Marshall



John Taylor, Clerk – Treasurer



Bernie Bruno, Assistant Clerk – Treasurer
Jay Vorisek, Town Engineer



Residents:

Kristina. Frey
After the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Police Report
Town Marshall Michael Russo submitted the Monthly Police Report.   He commented on several items for the Council’s to be informed.
1) The Police Vehicle had been repaired and the only repair item left is to replace the striping.  The estimate is approximately $400.  Council approved expenditure by a vote of 3-0.
2) City MPD & Marion County provides support and back office to Town police at no cost.   This includes dispatch infrastructure and case reporting systems.  Now that Indianapolis is doing away with the system.  Officers have to type their own reports and need a data card to link and access the ISA (Indianapolis Information System.  Town will more than likely will need an agreement.  Officer Al Kaspar and Town Marshall Russo are looking into it.
3) Traffic Citations – Officers now scan drivers license.   Officer will log into the court system.   Town will need equipment to scan.   Marshall Russo stated that there will likely be a State Grant to get that equipment
4) Marshall Russo explained that Town Resident do pay for MECA with taxes on home phones.   He anticipates future changes as Indianapolis updates its core communication and IT systems.
President Rush brought up the indemnification issue with City Council President Ryan Vaughn.   He commented that Dr. Straub, Director of Public Safety,  needs to address the issue.   Council expressed optimism that the City will address this issue.   President Rush plans to follow up with Ryan Vaughn.
Town Attorney 
Attorney Sue Beesley had nothing to report.
Councilor Freihofer asked for correspondence letters to be sent from the Town Attorney for set back issues for variances and communication with residents concerning these municipal code issues.    Discussion followed.   With the City granting the variances, the Council discussed whether the letters needed to come from the City.   Topic will be discussed at future Council meetings.
Council Freihofer agreed to forward a recent letter from City Council on setbacks. 
Approval of Minutes
The Council unanimously approved the minutes of the May, 9th 2011 as presented. 
Report of Town Engineer
Town Engineer Vorisek reported that the disagreement over payments to Globe Asphalt & Paving was settled.   The Town agreed to split the difference with the vendor over the costs of Pot Hole repair.  
Town Engineer Vorisek commented on Town Maintenance issues of Drainage and Street Maintenance projects.   
Under the first item of Drainage, Engineer Vorisek reported that John Oakley, DPW, updated the status of 3 identified projects.
1) Drainage at 7200 N. Pennsylvania St
2) Drainage at 7300 Pennsylvania St. around 7300 & Pennridge
3) 65th St West of Meridian
Engineer Vorisek reported that he would be meeting with DPW the week of July 18th.   
Councilor Freihofer stated that the Right of Entry was to be granted to develop Technical & Engineering Plans,  not to conduct the work.
Street maintenance plan was to be discussed with Old Business.  
Councilor Freihofer brought up a request be Town Resident, George Charbonneau, at 79th & Meridian.    Mr. Charbonneau was asking the Town to pick up the cost of the utility for the street light that he had installed many years ago.   Councilor Freihofer asked that the Town Engineer look at the location to determine that it is serving the Town’s interest.
Report of Clerk Treasurer 
Clerk-Treasurer Taylor distributed information from a meeting held by the Marion County Auditor, Treasurer, Controller, and CFO on June 28th,2011   All Tax districts in Marion County were represented and the presenters confirmed that the last property tax distributions had been distributed to the tax units.     The Calendar for the 2012 Budget was presented.  The deadline for submission of proposed budget to the Office of Financial Management (OFM) would be September 2nd.  The Non Binding Budget review by the OFM and approval by the City Council was October 3rd.  The first day the Town could adopt the 2012 Budget would be October 18th and not later than November 2nd.  
Clerk-Treasurer Taylor reported that the Finance Committee would meet on Weds July 27th at the First Congregational Church at 8 am.  This meeting would discuss the 2012 Budget and provide discussion of items for consideration in 2012. 
Clerk-Treasurer Taylor reported that the bank balances totaled $401,484.21 as of the date of the Council Meeting.
Old Business
Fairway Drive Project update:
Town Engineer Vorisek reported that the Temporary Chicanes on Fairway Drive proved to be ineffective.    The Speed Humps would be installed next. Discussion followed. Resident Frey commented that the Chicanes were not effective and that a centerline stripe might help.  
2011 Street Sign approval was discussed.   Councilor O’Brien had recommended the remaining signs be approved.    President Rush commented that this was consistent with completing this project over a 3 year period.   Fifteen Signs (15) at a cost of $880 each were what was left to complete the project.  Total cost approximately $13,200.   Discussion followed as to whether this was to be part of the 2012 Budget.  The discussion was tabled until the Streets & Thoroughfares Committee meets at the end of the month.
Engineer Vorisek submitted the bids for the proposed 2011 paving projects.   Globe was the low cost bidder at $46,243.65   Engineer Lance Stahley to send out additional detail on the locations of the paving project.  Upon review of the list, Council will vote to adopt the Globe Paving Bid.
Engineer Vorisek submitted the edge striping project to provide continued edge striping on 75th street from Pennsylvania to Spring Mill Road.  Quoted cost was $4,888.      Discussion followed.  Engineer Vorisek stated that it would be good to wait until the City completes the Meridian Street paving project.   President Rush wanted to place this in the 2012 Budget.   Item was tabled to a future meeting for approval.
Town Arborist had submitted a list of Town Tree Trimming projects from a Town Tree Tour conducted with President Rush, and Clerk-Treasurer Taylor.  Cost for the proposed work was $7,365.   Council approved the work by a vote of 3-0.
Clerk-Treasurer Taylor suggested that the old metal Town Signs be removed.   Engineer Vorisek agreed to look into the removal of the signs and determine how many were still in place.
New Business
Committee Reports
Police & Safety Committee – Nothing to report
Finance Committee  -  Committee meeting scheduled for 8am July 27th at First Congregational Church.
Report of Development Standards Committee  - Nothing further to report
Streets and Thoroughfares Committee:
Committee meetings are scheduled for the last Wednesday of every month.  Next meeting July 27th following the Finance Committee Meeting.
Communications Committee:
Councilor O’Brien reported that a newsletter would be published soon.  Councilor O’Brien reported that decorative streetlights were being installed by IPL along Meridian.    Councilor O’Brien stated he would keep the Town informed of continued discussions with the Owners of the 71st & College BP Station over the sale of controversial products.
Residents Forum

Nothing further discussed.  
Claims & Vouchers
Council approved claims and vouchers for June for $38,534.30 and July for $27,632.87
	
	
	
	Town of Meridian Hills, Indiana
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	         Accounts Payable Vouchers Submitted June 13, 2011
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EFT
	Town Payroll  6/2/11-  6/15/11 (estimated)
	
	$4,900.00 

	EFT
	Town Payroll 6/16/11- 6/29/11 (estimated)
	
	6,700.00 

	2243
	AES Indianapolis Power & Light
	
	
	8,513.31 

	2244
	Sign-A-Rama (Invoice 18497)
	
	
	6,735.00 

	2245
	AT&T
	
	
	
	
	77.36 

	2246
	Tom Wood Ford
	
	
	
	665.57 

	2247
	IPL
	
	
	
	
	566.27 

	2248
	Speedway  
	
	
	
	
	338.17 

	2249
	Bingham, McHale- June retainer
	
	
	1,000.00 

	2250
	Crossroad Engineers (Invoice 11411)
	
	3,641.60 

	2251
	Traffic Sign Inc (Invoice 2011266)
	
	
	90.00 

	2252
	Stavros Lawn Service
	
	
	
	577.00 

	2253
	Redding-Troy Insurance (Bond renewals- John & Bernie)
	245.00 

	2254
	Globe Asphalt Paving (Invoice C-110881)
	
	3,000.00 

	2255
	Mike Russo- reimb. for payroll time cards
	
	12.82 

	2256
	Roundpeg (2nd & 3rd round of updates- Terry O.)
	80.00 

	2257
	Tom Wood Ford (collission repair)
	
	
	1,392.20 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	$38,534.30 


	
	
	
	Town of Meridian Hills, Indiana
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	         Accounts Payable Vouchers Submitted July 11, 2011
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EFT
	Town Payroll  6/30/11-  7/13/11 (estimated)
	
	$4,900.00 

	EFT
	Town Payroll 7/14/11- 7/27/11 (estimated)
	
	4,900.00 

	2258
	Redding-Troy Insurance (liability renewal premium)
	9,619.00 

	2259
	Void
	
	
	
	
	0.00 

	2260
	IACT 2011 Dues
	
	
	
	898.50 

	2261
	AT&T
	
	
	
	
	77.36 

	2262
	IPL
	
	
	
	
	566.52 

	2263
	Speedway  
	
	
	
	
	350.00 

	2264
	Bingham, McHale- July retainer
	
	
	1,000.00 

	2265
	Crossroad Engineers (Invoice 11524)
	
	2,891.44 

	2266
	Vine & Branch (Invoice 2497-540701)
	
	810.00 

	2267
	Stavros Lawn Service
	
	
	
	1,492.05 

	2268
	Michael Russo (service award plaque)
	
	128.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	$27,632.87 


The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
John Taylor
Clerk Treasurer

