
Town of Meridian Hills
Minutes of Town Council Meeting
March 14th, 2011
 
President Rush called the meeting of the Meridian Hills Town Council to order at 7 pm.  The meeting was held in the library of the Early Childhood Learning Center at Park Tudor School
In Attendance:

Jim Rush, President
Terry O’Brien, Councilor
Walter Freihofer, Councilor








Rick Batza for Michael Russo, Town Marshall
Jay Vorisek, Town Engineer



John Taylor, Clerk – Treasurer



Bernie Bruno, Assistant Clerk – Treasurer
Residents:

Kristina Frey



Gretchen Luros



Vicky Smith



Tom Aschauer
Guests:


Tom Healy, Broad Ripple Village Association
Prior to the start of the meeting President Rush asked Resident Tom Aschauer to ask his questions so that he wouldn’t have to wait through the entire Council Meeting.  Tom lives at 7447 Central Avenue and inquired about drainage issues and flooding due to blocked culverts at neighboring properties. 
Councilor Freihofer provided a summary and history of drainage and swales in the Town.  He explained that the Town’s jurisdiction is within the Town’s Right-a-way and many drainage issues can be outside of the Right-a-way and therefore be disputes between residents.   Councilor Freihofer offered to discuss the specifics of the drainage problem with the resident and with DPW.
After the Pledge of Allegiance,  
Police Report
Officer Rick Batza submitted the Police Report.  Officer Batza explained that there had been two burglaries that occurred during the day and he would like to discuss them briefly and quickly attend to the inquiry of these incidents.   
Officer Batza explained that at 11:54 am the Police Department received a call of a burglary on Fairway Drive and one on West 73rd St.   He reported that there was a burglary theft ring working across the North side of Indianapolis.  He reported that the officers investigating the incident did get finger prints and a report of 2 juveniles with a pillow case leaving the scene of the crime.   Officer Litzi will be following up and investigating burglaries.
Officer Batza encouraged all residents to call 911 whenever the see anything suspicious and looking unusual.  He also discouraged residents from trying to confront any perpetrator.  
Officer Batza announced the addition of a new officer, William Ward.    Officer Ward was hired to replace recently retired Officer Harry Morris.
Officer Batza asked if the board would consider purchasing new radar guns, as the technology had improved and the current equipment was not as portable.   Officer Batza agreed to do research and present his findings at the next Town Council Meeting.
Officer Batza reported that Severe Weather Awareness Week is the next week and offered tips for residence in Severe Weather.  
· Have bottled water (3 days supply)
· Fresh batteries for Flashlights
· Extra Batteries for portable radio
· Copies of Personal Medical information
· Copies of important documents
· Small amount of Cash
· Life Sustaining Supplies (3 days supply)
· Medicine
· Canned Food
· Bottled Water
New Business
President Rush introduced visitor Tom Healy  of the Broad Ripple Village Association.  Mr. Healy had asked for 5-10 minutes to present development issues in Broad Ripple.   His goal was to inform neighboring Towns of the proposed development in Broad Ripple and to seek support for Broad Ripple development.
Mr. Healy presented proposed development along the canal in Broad Ripple.   Architectural drawings showed building mixed use structures to address parking needs and further development of higher density housing.   He reported that there are plans to extend bike lanes from Keystone to College and that the BRVA as a 501C3 had raised money over the years and much of the recent sidewalk and parking enhancements in Broad Ripple had been paid by BRVA.  The proposed development is part of a 3 year plan, “Envision Broad Ripple” that includes a new Village Zoning Category and an upgrade of the canal as a linear park.   These proposals are to be presented to the Metropolitan Planning Organization and Mr. Healy expressed interest in having the Town of Meridian Hills provide letters of recommendation or support.   President Rush thanked him for his presentation and commented that the Council would review the letters presented and plan to discuss at the May Council Meeting.
Town Attorney 
Nothing to report from the Town Attorney.
Approval of Minutes
The Council approved the minutes of the January 10th, 2011 as presented.  President Rush thanked Assistant Clerk-Treasurer Bruno for submitting the Monthly Vouchers to the Council in advance of the Council Meeting.
Report of Town Engineer
Town Engineer Jay Vorisek, Crossroads Engineering, P.C., discussed a maintenance report of Town Streets after conducting a review during the prior week.   He will issue the report in the following week.  A preliminary assessment is that approximately half of the planned road maintenance doesn’t need to be done during the 2011 year.
Engineer Vorisek did express concern of road side erosion specifically at:
1. Pennsylvania Street near First Congregational Church
2. Culvert on Penn Ridge Drive west of Washington St.
3. 73rd Street erosion
4. 65th St. West of Meridian with significant erosion of  riprap stones.
Councilor Freihofer commented that during recent heavy rains that a car was moved by the water along Penn Ridge Drive.  
Engineer Vorisek commented that during the next month,  Meridian Street is going to have a significant paving project  and he will look into whether DPW can take care of the issue on 65th Street while the paving project is being done.
Engineer Vorisek reported that Pennsylvania Street is a bigger issue.  Councilor O’Brien suggested a more comprehensive solution involving DPW and Town Residents.   
President Rush inquired about camera of the tiles along Pennsylvania Street.  Engineer Vorisek said this had been unsuccessfully tried and much of the problem is surface water.   President Rush stated the Engineer Eckerle had drawn up a $67,000 plan that was tabled and he asked that Engineer Vorisek come up with a proposal to present to the Streets & Thoroughfare Committee.  
Clerk-Treasurer Taylor asked if the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) would identify Pennsylvania Street as a Collector and whether that would assist in addressing the paving and drainage issue at the same time.
President Rush stated that the Pennsylvania Street project would be on the May agenda.  Councilor O’Brien asked for a recommendation from field work with Good-Better-Best options.  Engineer Vorisek will present options for the Council at the May Meeting.
President Rush asked about urgent Pot Hole repairs.    Engineer Vorisek will call the contractor to address these issues.   Engineer Vorisek also reported that the Water company had been contacted about a water leak at 75th and Central Ave., and that the Water company reported that it would be addressed next week.
Old Business
Fairway Drive Project update:
Streets and Thoroughfares had 7 options to consider for addressing traffic and speeding along Fairway Drive.   President Rush and Engineer Vorisek presented these options.  
1. Spring Back Posts
2. Collapsible Bollards
3. Asphalt Speed Humps
4. Asphalt Speed Bumps
5. Turf Lock – Grass Paver System
6. Grass Pavers #2
7. Chicane
Discussion followed.   Three residents were in attendance at the Council Meeting.  President Rush talked about Traffic Calming versus Closing of the Road.    Councilors expressed their preferences, but no consensus was reached.   
Council O’Brien commented that the Bollard didn’t look residential and while he preferred street closure he suggested that the use of standard construction barriers could see if closure would be effective.
President Rush recommended the Chicanes.
Councilor Freihofer expressed desire to keep the street open.
Residents preferred Closure of the Street.
Councilor O’Brien made a motion, similar to a motion from the November Council Meeting, requesting the Town Attorney draft first reading for street closure using the Grass Paver #2.   There was no second.    President Rush requested a motion for Chicanes.  There was not second.   As a result, no action was taken. It was agreed that ‘temporary Chicanes’ be set up to see if the concept seemed to be acceptable.
President Rush offered to meet with Residents at a future date in order to have a recommendation of the Streets and Thoroughfare Committee for the May Council Meeting.
Report of Clerk Treasurer 
Clerk-Treasurer Taylor reported the Town’s Annual Report had been submitted to the DLGF (Department of Local Government Finance).    The Finance committee did not meet prior to the March Meeting, and would plan on reviewing interest rates of Indiana Banks to obtain favorable interest rates for the year.   President Rush expressed the desire to have investments that would have laddered maturity dates offset so that the Town could take advantage of higher rates in Savings or CDs.  Clerk-Treasurer Taylor agreed to have the Finance committee meet and review for presentation at the May Meeting.
Clerk-Treasurer Taylor reported that this Season’s Snow Removal had cost the Town $34,093 compared to the prior year cost of $42,406.      He praised the contractor ARW Trucking for their responsiveness and dedication to keep the Town’s streets clear this past winter.  
Clerk-Treasurer Taylor asked Council and Residents of the Town to continue to support the Friends of Holliday Park and their upcoming Holliday Park Trail Run,  March 19th, 2011.
New Business (Continued)
Keep Indianapolis Beautiful (KIB) had agreed to assist Residents organize a clean up along Meridian Hills Blvd on April 23rd.   After discussion the Council agreed to donate $200 to KIB for the event.
Councilor O’Brien discussed that he would be sending out a Post Card to Town Residents.   He wanted to expand the email addresses for the Town’s Communication efforts.  Specifically the issue of Pot Holes and immediate needs for street maintenance after a long winter season was discussed.    Council voted to approve sending the post cards and for Councilor O’Brien to collect the information as a part of the Communications Committee.
Councilor O’Brien reported that he had inquired with IPL to replace lights along Meridian Street as the City repaves Meridian Street in the month ahead.   He reported that the cost to replace 8 Street lights with Decorative street lights would cost between $668 - $801 each depending on the location.   Total cost was estimated at $5675.54 and he reported that the City would pay for the Electricity.   After further discussion the Council voted 2-1 to approve the expenditure for 8 decorative street lights ( not to exceed $6000).   Councilors O’Brien and Rush voted in favor, Councilor Freihofer opposed.
Committee Reports
Streets and Thoroughfares Committee:
Committee meetings are scheduled for the last Wednesday of every month. The next meeting will be on March 3o, 2011 at the First Congregational Church on North Pennsylvania.
Report of Finance Committee:

Finance Committee meeting will be announced in the coming month.
Report of Development Standards Committee:
Councilor Freihofer reported on a request for variance for property at 7404 N. Pennsylvania Street.    The variance request had been presented to the Committee at the February 22nd meeting.  The property  is 1.75 acres and the variance for a pool and tennis court exceeded accessory use and required variance for approval.   Committee voted to support the variance request.  
After discussion, the Town Council voted 3-0 to support the variance.
Communications Committee:
Councilor O’Brien commented that 2012 would be the 75th Anniversary of the Town of Meridian Hills.   He wanted the Council to be aware and to consider ways to recognize the Town.
Council also talked about Council Election in the fall.
Residents Forum

Nothing further discussed.   
Claims & Vouchers

 Clerk-Treasurer Taylor submitted February claims in the amount of  $25,214.91, and March Claims of $22,932.07     Council approved payments by a vote of 3-0.
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	         Accounts Payable Vouchers Submitted February 14, 2011
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EFT
	Town Payroll  2/10/11-  2/23/11 (estimated)
	
	$4,900.00 

	EFT
	Town Payroll 2/24/11- 3/9/11 (estimated)
	
	4,900.00 

	2210
	AT&T
	
	
	
	
	77.47 

	2211
	IPL
	
	
	
	
	566.27 

	2212
	Speedway 
	
	
	
	
	239.47 

	2213
	Bingham, McHale- Feb. retainer
	
	
	1,000.00 

	2214
	Crossroads Engineers (#11048)
	
	
	460.00 

	2215
	ARW Trucking 
	
	
	
	12,437.50 

	2216
	Indy Tire (#5211661)
	
	
	
	634.20 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	$25,214.91 
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	         Accounts Payable Vouchers Submitted March 14, 2011
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EFT
	Town Payroll  3/10/11-  3/23/11 (estimated)
	
	$4,900.00 

	EFT
	Town Payroll 3/24/11- 4/6/11 (estimated)
	
	4,900.00 

	2217
	AT&T
	
	
	
	
	77.40 

	2218
	IPL
	
	
	
	
	566.27 

	2219
	Speedway 
	
	
	
	
	174.01 

	2220
	Bingham, McHale- Mar. retainer
	
	
	1,000.00 

	2221
	ARW Trucking
	
	
	
	10,593.75 

	2222
	Midwest Radar (2 certs.)
	
	
	80.00 

	2223
	Crossroad Engineers (Invoice 11144)
	
	640.64 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	$22,932.07 


The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
John Taylor
Clerk Treasurer

