Town of Meridian Hills

Minutes of Regular Town Council Meeting

September 21, 2009
 

President Rush called the meeting of the Meridian Hills Town Council to order at 7:00 pm.  The meeting was held in the library at the Hilbert Early Learning Center at Park Tudor School.

In Attendance:

Jim Rush, President

Terry O’Brien, Councilor






Walter Freihofer, Councilor




Mike Russo, Town Marshall



Sue Beesley, Town Attorney

Brad Eckerle, Town Engineer  
Bernie Bruno, Assistant Clerk Treasurer

Absent:


John Taylor, Clerk – Treasurer
Residents Attending:
Angela Arnold




Marc Johnson




Shirley Fry




Christy Scofield

Following the pledge of allegiance,  
Police Report

Town Marshall Mike Russo submitted the Police Report.   Marshall Russo reported that there were two home break-ins recently at 7575 and 7625 Spring Mill Rd.  The police continue to urge residents not to leave valuables in their vehicle if parked outside – including garage door openers, which burglars may use to gain access to the house.  Marshall Russo reminds residents to remain alert and call 9-1-1 to report anything out of the ordinary.  An article will be included in the next newsletter reiterating this to residents.  There was a motion and a second to approve $170 for Halloween candy, which was approved unanimously. 
Attorney Report

Attorney Sue Beesley commented that her topics will be addressed later in the agenda and had nothing further to report.
Approval of Minutes

The council did not received the minutes from the July 13th regular meeting and the August 13th special meeting, so the approval of minutes was tabled until the next council meeting.
Report of Town Engineer

Engineer Brad Eckerle, Crossroad Engineers, submitted a written report to the council.  

He mentioned that although Crossroad reviewed new driveway plans for the Krieg residence and offered comments, the town has no jurisdiction and the resident should continue to work with the city of Indianapolis.  

He commented that DPW committed to install a storm structure at 73rd & Penridge to prevent the water seeping from the Tucker residence from crossing the street.  However, no work has been completed and attempts to contact DPW to get an update have been unsuccessful.  Councilor Freihofer commented that the Tucker’s tested the water and it is untreated, meaning not from a city water source.

Construction of 75th Street Stimulus Project – paving 75th Street from College to Pennsylvania – will likely be postponed to 2010 due to the state coordinating the project.  The INDOT bid letting will occur on October 21st.  Engineer Eckerle requested that the Clerk Treasurer’s office  notify him upon receiving correspondence from INDOT for execution of the Indiana Department of Transportation – Local Public Agency (INDOT-LPA) contract.  This template agreement is used for all LPA projects utilizing federal funds.
Tree and brush clearing for the Town Entry signs will occur September 22nd at 64th & Spring Mill and 80th & Meridian.   Construction of the three Town Entry signs, including 79th & Springmill, will begin next week and be completed within 75 days – or by the end of the year.

Report of Clerk Treasurer
Assistant Clerk Treasurer Bernie Bruno distributed the 2010 budget that was reviewed by the finance committee on August 26th.  The budget must be approved between October 6th and  November 1st.  The Council will try to meet in conjunction with the Streets & Thoroughfares Forum on Wednesday, October 28th to approve within the required dates.  

The bank deposit report will be reported when Clerk Treasurer Taylor returns to town.

Assistant Clerk Treasurer Bruno and President Rush attended a non-binding review of the Town’s budget by the City County Council.  The expenditures were accepted; however the maximum levy was reduced to 2008’s level based on an across-the-board policy by the review committee.  In 2008, there was a mathematical error resulting in a $20,000 reduction in the Town.  This was corrected the following year, and was explained to the review committee.  Anticipating this was taken into consideration, the maximum levy would be reduced by approximately $9,000.  However, this review and exercise is entirely non-binding.

President Rush commented that although the 2010 budget shows $7500 for the Assistant Clerk Treasurer, the pay approved is $6,000.  

Per Attorney Beesley, the request for a transfer of $50,000 from the Rainy Day Fund to the LRS Fund to pay Globe Asphalt for the work performed should have been made when the project was approved.
Old Business

The tree tour of the town will be scheduled with President Rush and Vine and Branch once Clerk Treasurer Taylor returns to town.  Engineer Eckerle asked a review of the vegetation surrounding fire hydrants be included in the tour.
The new attorney compensation agreement with the council was addressed in an earlier council meeting.

An agreement with DPW regarding right-of-entry was discussed.  Rather than issuing a blanket approval to the City, the Council will issue rights-or-entry on a case by case basis, per a discussion with Bill Bowman and John Oakley.  Councilor Freihofer will be the liaison for the Town in such instances.  Although DPW was to follow up with the town regarding a process and timeline, there has been no correspondence from DPW and attempts to contact them to discuss have been unsuccessful.  

Attorney Beesley distributed an updated version of the Town’s municipal code.  Included were a lined version and a clean version.  It was suggested the council members review and submit questions, changes or recommendations to Attorney Beesley so the council can approve at the November regular council meeting to go into effect January 1st.  Some issues that may require additional review include a leash law, guns, signage, permits, etc.   Engineer Eckerle offered to submit an updated map, and review the driveway/right-of-way/encroachment issue.  Additionally, he recommended the sign standards be removed from the municipal code.

A motion was made and seconded to approve up to $650 for replacement of damaged yield sign and stop ahead sign in the Wellington neighborhood.  The signs will be compliant with the town’s new standard black signs.  The motion was approved unanimously.  

A motion was made and seconded to approve up to $3,000 for new decorative street name signs.  A group of residents - many coordinated by Tom Hutchinson in the Wellington neighborhood - submitted contributions to the Town in order to take advantage of the 80/20 Plan.  Contributions currently total $3,410, with the Town’s matching portion to be $986 based on seven signs at $628 each.  The new signs will include:

- Sherwood Dr & College Ave

- 73rd St & Pennsylvania

- 64th St & Illinois St

- 64th St & Holliday Dr

- Wellington Rd & Spring Mill Rd

- 64th St & Spring Mill Rd

- 64th St & Meridian Street

The following two signs were added to the project based on their deteriorating condition:

- Fairway & Meridian Hills Blvd

- 72nd & Meridian Hills Blvd

The project was recommended at $3,000 to accommodate break-away systems and larger blades as possibly required by MUTCD standards on higher speed city streets.  Engineer Eckerle will confirm and coordinate production and installation.  The motion was approved unanimously.

New Business

Resident Shirley Fry and Christy Scofield presented a landscape plan that they and Tom Hutchinson designed with donated time and assistance of Gus Lenkey for the area around the Town Entry sign at 64th & Meridian.  The residents asked that the town subsidize the planting project by paying for the preliminary ground work and large decorative stones.  The plant materials and labor will be supplied by residents of Wellington.  There was a motion and a second to approve up to $1164 for the ground work and stone, subject to the Clerk Treasurer’s office confirming the availability of available funds, the work coordinated by resident Fry – a certified botanist – and invoices submitted to the Town through the Clerk Treasurer’s office for payment.  The motion passed 2-1 with Councilor Freihofer opposed.

The Street Sign – 20/80 Cost topic was covered earlier on the agenda.

A motion to approve Resolution MH-01-09 was made and seconded.  The resolution does not modify the Town’s code in any way, but supports an amendment of the “revised code of the City County of the consolidated city and county, Indianapolis, Marion County, to amend the dwelling districts zoning ordinance pertaining to the exception for the Town of Meridian Hills.  In short, the city will then recognize the side and rear yard setbacks as well as the front yard setbacks that are unique for the Town of Meridian Hills.  The motion, subject to final review by Attorney Beesley, was approved unanimously.

Committee Reports
Street and Thoroughfare Committee-   

President Rush stated that he and Engineer Eckerle met on July 29th to discuss priorities.  There were no other attendees at the meeting.  The meeting on August 26th was used as a finance committee meeting. 
Development Standard and Residential Construction Committee  
Councilor Freihofer stated that the committee met September 3rd.  A proposed development on the Nunery property immediately north of Park Tudor’s campus was presented.  There were approximately 11 lots on the 6-7 acre parcel, with access off College Ave.  There was no ingress/ egress on Park Avenue.  No action was taken.

The resident at the southwest corner of 71st and Pennsylvania plans to submit a request for variance for a remodeling project.  The variance is for an additional 5 feet on the front yard setback on the Pennsylvania side.  The committee commented that the house is already 17 feet in front of the aggregate average, and voted unanimously to oppose the variance request.  A motion was made and seconded for the council to accept the recommendation of the committee and oppose the variance.  The motion passed unanimously.  Attorney Beesley will draft and submit a letter to the city stating the Town’s position in time for the variance hearing.

Police and Law Enforcement-

No meeting to report.  
Finance Committee-
Committee met August 13th for an initial review of the 2010 budget, which was tabled due to inadequate information.  The Council then met on August 26th to review the 2010 budget.  A special council meeting scheduled for October 28th will be called for final approval of the 2010 budget.

Communications Committee Report - 
Resident Angela Arnold was introduced as a new member of the Communications Committee.  Material for the next newsletter should be submitted to Councilor O’Brien no later than October 5th for a late October mailing.  The website is current and up to date, however when minutes are tabled for approval, it could result in a several month delay.  The remaining Town Entry signs are under construction to be completed by the end of the year.  The meeting yard signs should be put up whenever possible prior to the council’s regular every-other-month meeting.  

Resident Forum
No discussion.
Approval of Claims and Warrants
Vouchers were approved (3-0) for the Month of August totaling $23,433.11 and Month of  September totaling $95,197.12  
Adjournment

There being no further business, President Rush adjourned the meeting at 8:25 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

John H.R Taylor

Clerk-Treasurer

Town of Meridian Hills
	
	
	
	Town of Meridian Hills, Indiana
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	         Accounts Payable Vouchers Submitted August 15, 2009
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EFT
	Town Payroll  7/30/09-  8/12/09 (estimated)
	
	$4,900.00 

	EFT
	Town Payroll 8/13/09- 8/26/09 (estimated)
	
	4,900.00 

	EFT
	Town Payroll 8/27/09- 9/9/09 (estimated)
	
	4,900.00 

	1712
	AT&T
	
	
	
	
	
	76.76 

	1713
	Goodyear (new tires- police car)
	
	
	541.65 

	1714
	IPL
	
	
	
	
	
	566.27 

	1715
	Speedway
	
	
	
	
	250.00 

	1716
	Crossroad Engineers (Invoice 9390)
	
	
	3,321.49 

	1717
	Bingham, McHale- August retainer
	
	
	1,000.00 

	1718
	US Uniform & Supply (police vest)
	
	
	900.00 

	1719
	Indiana Newspapers (legal advertising)
	
	
	6.94 

	1720
	Bunny's Landscape and Lawn Care
	
	
	900.00 

	1721
	Delp Printing (newsletter)
	
	
	
	325.00 

	1722
	Earth Exploration (75th Street pavement cores)
	
	845.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$23,433.11 
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	         Accounts Payable Vouchers Submitted September 21, 2009
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EFT
	Town Payroll  9/10/09-  9/23/09 (estimated)
	
	$6,100.00 

	EFT
	Town Payroll 9/24/09- 10/7/09 (estimated)
	
	4,900.00 

	1723
	Grady Brothers (Invoice 2009052)
	
	
	69,869.77 

	1724
	Redding-Troy Insurance (GL, Auto premium)
	
	10,650.00 

	1725
	AT&T
	
	
	
	
	
	76.71 

	1726
	IPL
	
	
	
	
	
	566.27 

	1727
	Crossroad Engineers (Invoice 9507)
	
	
	1,124.58 

	1728
	Bingham, McHale- September retainer
	
	
	1,000.00 

	1729
	College BP (police car)
	
	
	
	45.77 

	1730
	Bunny's Landscape and Lawn Care
	
	
	600.00 

	1731
	Michael Russo (ship radar gun for repair)
	
	
	16.44 

	1732
	Spinweb Internet Media (Invoice 6439)
	
	
	100.00 

	1733
	Indianapolis Star
	
	
	
	
	147.58 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$95,197.12 


