Town of Meridian Hills

Town Meeting for Residents on 75th Street
June 22, 2006

I.  Communication

A.  Methods

1.  Monthly Meeting Yard Signs

2.  Town Website – www.meridianhills.org


3.  Town Newsletters – Five to date



4.  Resident Survey


B.  Committees



1.  Police & Law Enforcement



2.  Finance



3.  Streets & Thoroughfares



4.  Development Standards & Residential Construction



5.  Communications



6.  Ad Hoc Committees




a.)  Staff & Salary Review




b.)  Town Planning


C.  Town Meetings



1.  Public Safety – hosted by Police



2.  Drainage 101 – hosted by DPW



3.  Walkable Workshop – hosted by MPO



4.  Town Planning Presentation – hosted by Committee



5.  Residents on 75th Street – hosted by Council

II.  Budget
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Liquor/Gallonage Taxes
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Fines & Fees
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Police Salaries

Snow Removal

Town Admin Compensation

Street Paving
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Liability Insurance
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Tree Trimming/Removal

Other-Police Car Maint/ Work Comp

Insurance/Lot Maint & Lawn

Service/Newsletter


III.  Town Planning Committee


A.  Purpose
By creating a long-range plan based on resident support, the Town
can work toward improvements that will maintain the appeal of our community, protect our property values, and increase our resident’s standard of living.   The plan can be used as a blueprint to raise necessary funds and work toward multi-phase completion over time.
B. Timeline

1. Formation of the Committee 12/05 – highlighted in the newsletter with an invitation for any interested resident to submit possible ideas for consideration or to sit on the committee if interested.

2. Series of Open Committee Meetings – over the last 5 months to discuss and compile research on the issues

3. Resident Survey mailed to 700 homes to ask residents what issues they’re interested in having the town consider and how they prioritize them.

4. Public Meeting - Town Planning presentation to present preliminary research, further engage residents and answer questions.

5. Compile and study the results of the Resident Survey, including comments and opinions from residents.

6. Present results of the Resident Survey as well as research and possible recommendations to the Town Council for their consideration as part of a long-rang master plan for the Town as funding and engineering feasibility allow, driven by resident support.

7. Ongoing communication and engagement of residents

(This is where we currently are in the process)
8. Town Council continues to research and evaluate issues including support, feasibility, funding, timeline, etc.
9. Town Council would then vote on any recommendations

(This is the first time any decisions on allocation of funds for possible improvements would be considered.)

C. Resident Survey Results – Posted on www.meridianhills.org
D. 75th Street Recommendations

1.  Activity Paths – Based on survey results and feedback from residents, the committee recommends the council install a 6-7 foot wide winding asphalt activity path on 75th Street from Spring Mill to the College, connecting to the Monon with the City’s cooperation.  Additional activity path locations could be re-evaluated once this effort is complete.  To this end, the committee recommends:

a.   Investing in an engineering study to identify feasibility, location, cost estimate, etc.

b. Following determination of feasibility, including in Transportation Enhancement Grant application (75th Street)

c. Following determination of feasibility, inviting residents to fund

2. Burying Utility Lines – Based on survey results and feedback from residents, the committee recommends the council bury utility lines along 75th Street from Spring Mill to College, connecting to the Monon with the City’s cooperation, to coincide with the activity path only if funds are available through grants - otherwise this effort is cost prohibitive - as well as on 73rd from Meridian to Spring Mill to eliminate power outages due to traffic accidents.  To that end, the committee recommends:

a.  Confirming cost estimate of a study from the utilities

b.  Including in Transportation Enhancement Grant application (75th Street)

c. Inviting residents to fund

3. Town Entry Signs – The committee recommends adopting a new decorative town entry sign.  To that end, the committee recommends:

a. Council approve a recommended design 

b. Council approve the recommended priority of possible locations: 

1. Meridian

2. College

3. Spring Mill

4. 73rd
c. Confirming cost estimates

d. Including installation of one sign in 2006 as funds allow

e. Including in Transportation Enhancement Grant application (75th Street)

f. Inviting residents to fund

4. Decorative Streetlights – Based on survey results and feedback from residents, the committee recommends adopting the Washington Style decorative light with fluted column from IPL and incorporating as lights are replaced and funding allows.  To that end, the committee recommends:

a.   Confirming cost estimates

b.   Including in Transportation Enhancement Grant application (75th Street)


      

c.   Inviting residents to fund

5.   Decorative Street Name Signs – Based on survey results and feedback from residents, the committee recommends adopting a new decorative street name sign design and incorporating as signs are replaced and funding allows.  To that end, the committee recommends:


      

a.   Investing in professional design not to exceed $500


      

b.   Council approve a recommended design

      

c.   Confirming cost estimates

d.   Including in Transportation Enhancement Grant application (75th Street)

e. Inviting residents to fund

6.   Funding – Based on survey results and feedback from residents, the

committee recommends the following funding options:


      

a.  Town funding, no tax increase


      

b.  Town funding, small percentage increase


      

c.  Grant funding, Town match required in most cases


      

d.  Private Donations

7. Cul-de-sacs – Based on survey results and feedback from residents, the committee recommends surveying residents of Wellington, Holliday Drive West, and 72nd Street prior to any major street repair at those locations and let them determine and help fund any possible street closures within their neighborhood if so desired at that time.

8. Roundabouts – At this time, the committee does not recommend pursuing roundabouts.  The committee does recommend considering as an option to improve traffic flow at 75th & Spring Mill.  To that end, the committee recommends:

      

a.   Incorporating into the engineering study for activity path on
75th Street

b.   Following determination of feasibility, including in Transportation Enhancement Grant application (75th Street)

9. Decorative Stop Sign Poles – At this time, the committee does not recommend pursuing decorative stop sign poles.     

IV.  Resident Forum – please limit comments to no more than 5 minutes
V.  Adjournment
