
Town of Meridian Hills
Minutes of Town Council Meeting
March 8th, 2010
 
President Rush called the meeting of the Meridian Hills Town Council to order at 7 pm.  The meeting was held in the library of the Early Childhood Learning Center at Park Tudor School
In Attendance:

Jim Rush, President
Terry O’Brien, Councilor

Walter Freihofer, Councilor



Mike Russo, Town Marshall
Brad Eckerle, Town Engineer



John Taylor, Clerk – Treasurer



Bernie Bruno, Assistant Clerk – Treasurer



Sue Beesley, Town Attorney
Residents in Attendance:    
Following the Pledge of Allegiance,  
Police Report
Town Marshall Mike Russo submitted the Monthly Police report.   He recently received information on a February 7th  theft at St. Luke’s Church.   He is looking into it and will report at a future meeting.   
Town Attorney
Town Attorney Sue Beesley reported that she had received Certificate of Liability insurance from Greg Appel’s insurance company naming the Town of Meridian Hills as an additional insured.
Attorney Beesley also stated that she was working with Engineer Brad Eckerle on identifying the location of property to vacate 66th Street between Illinois and Meridian.  This will be brought up for review at a future meeting.
Attorney Beesley reported on the Stephen Fivel Lawsuit.   The Town’s insurance provider settled the claim against a Town officer over a parking ticket dispute.  Marshall Russo recommended a policy change to avoid reoccurrence.  
Approval of Minutes
The Council approved by a vote of 3-0, the minutes from the January 11th, 2010 Council Meeting and the Town Executive Session on February 3rd, 2010.
Report of Town Engineer
Town Engineer Brad Eckerle, Crossroads Engineering, P.C., submitted a written report to the council.  Engineer Eckerle reported the updated INDOT schedule of the 75th Street Paving Project.  The paving project is now scheduled for Mid June and planned for completion by the end of June.   Project should take 2 days to 2 weeks to complete.
Engineer Eckerle reported that Globe Asphalt is under an emergency response agreement to provide Pot Hole repairs within a 72-hour response capability.
Engineer Eckerle reported that Decorative Street name signs would be presented at the March 31st Streets and Thoroughfares Committee meeting.
Engineer Eckerle updated the Council on the Drainage issues on Pennsylvania St.    He commented that a Right of Entry would be required to look at the existing Drainage Tile to make evaluation.  Councilor Freihofer thought that the Right of Entry had already been executed for the Wagner –Tucker property.
Report of Clerk Treasurer
Clerk Treasurer Taylor reported that Merchant Bank was determined to be a Designated Depository by the State.   As a result, Clerk Treasurer Taylor recommended that the Town place $100,000 in a money market account that would provide additional interest.   Council discussion followed and voted 3-0 to approve movement of these funds.
Clerk Treasurer Taylor reported that he has attended meetings of the Marion County Treasurer and that expected tax revenues for the Town are forecast to be reduced 2-4%.   For budget planning purposes the County is being very helpful to share information so the tax districts can adjust accordingly.
Old Business
No Old Business to report or review.
New Business:
Engineer Eckerle requested that the Council approve application of anti graffiti sealant to the 3 new Town Entry signs.  Total Expenditure $300.  Sealant would last 7-10 years.  Council approved by a vote of 3-0.   Councilors O’Brien and Freihofer reported that there had been recent tagging of signs and fences in the Town.
Clerk Treasurer Taylor recommended that the Town encourage participation in the Census, as past participation was less than expected for the Town.    Census surveys would be arriving in the weeks ahead.
President Rush asked Clerk-Treasurer Taylor if he had completed Cash Flow Projections that had been asked for at the end of last year.   Clerk Treasurer Taylor reported that he had not completed this request, and that because of current business climate, that he and Assistant Clerk Treasurer Bruno would not be able to commit time to prepare and complete this request.   Councilor Freihofer requested that Clerk Treasurer Taylor when asked for by the Council, anticipate and prioritize to complete this request.  Clerk Treasure restated that under the current business climate he would not be able to commit resources to accomplish this task in the short term.  
Clerk Treasurer Taylor excused himself from the meeting and asked Assistant Clerk Treasurer Bruno to submit the Vouchers.
Attorney Beesley recorded the following minutes.
Report of Streets and Thoroughfares Committee:
Jim Rush reported that no one from the public attended the forum on March 31.
Report of Finance Committee:
Jim Rush reported that 17 to 18 submittals were received for investments and the Committee recommended Merchants Bank.
Report of Development Standards Committee:
Walter Freihofer reported that the Committee was advised that a request for a PUD had been filed for 11 lots on 6 acres owned by Dr. Nunnery for a gated community.  On February 22 Walter attended a meeting with a City Planner.  The engineering is not complete and several questions regarding the development remain, so the plan is not final.  Another meeting with the City is scheduled in April.  The Committee will meet again after getting more information from the engineer.
Report of the Communications Committee:
Terry O’Brien reported that the newsletter has been printed and will go out this week. There have been 243 visits to the Town website. Terry has requested assistance from the Probation Department for trash pick up in places in the Town.  Terry asked to confirm whether the Town had a contract for mowing and was told by Bernie Bruno that there was one in place.

Assistant Clerk-Treasurer Bernie Bruno reported there were $19,637.37 claims for February and $42,923.53 claims for March.
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	         Accounts Payable Vouchers Submitted February 8, 2010
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EFT
	Town Payroll  1/28/10-  2/10/10 (estimated)
	
	
	$4,900.00 

	EFT
	Town Payroll 2/11/10- 2/24/10 (estimated)
	
	
	4,900.00 

	1925
	Ford Motor Credit (police car payment)
	
	
	2,032.87 

	1926
	AT&T
	
	
	
	
	
	77.43 

	1927
	IPL
	
	
	
	
	
	566.27 

	1928
	Speedway
	
	
	
	
	
	296.54 

	1929
	Crossroad Engineers (Invoices 10001, 10002)
	
	
	1,535.26 

	1930
	Bingham, McHale- February retainer
	
	
	1,000.00 

	1931
	ARW Trucking: (Invoice 0060, 0073)
	
	
	3,625.00 

	1932
	Spinweb Internet Media
	
	
	
	50.00 

	1933
	Liberty Mutual- Audit payment
	
	
	
	654.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$19,637.37 
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	         Accounts Payable Vouchers Submitted March 8, 2010
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EFT
	Town Payroll  2/25/10-  3/10/10 (estimated)
	
	
	$4,900.00 

	EFT
	Town Payroll 3/11/10- 3/24/10 (estimated)
	
	
	6,100.00 

	EFT
	Town Payroll 3/25/10- 4/7/10 (estimated)
	
	
	4,900.00 

	1935
	AT&T
	
	
	
	
	
	77.37 

	1936
	Crossroad Engineers (Invoice #10098 & 10099)
	
	
	784.96 

	1937
	Bingham, McHale- March retainer
	
	
	
	1,000.00 

	1938
	Void
	
	
	
	
	
	0.00 

	1939
	ARW Trucking: (Invoices 0099, 0115, 0116, 0138, 0159, 0175)
	22,093.75 

	1940
	Steven R. Jenkins Co. (Invoice 155224)
	
	
	399.99 

	1941
	MECA (radio battery)
	
	
	
	
	79.00 

	1942
	Traffic Sign Inc. (Invoice 2010024)
	
	
	
	305.13 

	1943
	IPL
	
	
	
	
	
	566.27 

	1944
	Speedway
	
	
	
	
	
	239.92 

	1945
	Traffic Sign Inc. (Invoice 2010053)
	
	
	
	450.14 

	1946
	Vine & Branch (Invoice 2497-534572)
	
	
	995.00 

	1947
	Redding-Troy Insurance (Invoice 12927)
	
	
	32.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$42,923.53 


The meeting was adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,
John Taylor
Clerk-Treasurer

