
Town of Meridian Hills

 Town Council Meeting

September 9th, 2013

 

The meeting of the Meridian Hills Town Council was called to order at 7:00 pm.  The meeting was held in the library of the Early Childhood Learning Center at Park Tudor School

In Attendance:

Walter Freihofer, Councilor




Terry O’Brien, Councilor

Michael Russo, Town Marshall




Jay Vorisek, Town Engineer




Sue Beesley, Town Attorney




Bernie Bruno, Assistant Clerk-Treasurer




Absent:


Kristina Frey, Councilor




John Taylor, Clerk Treasurer

Residents & Visitors that signed in:





Don Lucas




Dan Lucas




Beth Mills




David Carter




Matthew Miller




Alex Azar




Ken Coates




Mariata Tuohy




Philip Genetos




Barbara Hamilton




John Oakley




Tara Betterman




Greg Jacoby




Eileen O’Brien




Greg Kroot




Linda Goodman




Bob Barrows

After the Pledge of Allegiance, President Walter Freihofer made a motion to revise the agenda to be more accommodating to all.  The motion was seconded and passed 2-0.

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made to approve the minutes as submitted for the July 7, 2013 regular council meeting.  The motion was seconded and passed 2-0.  A motion was made to table the approval of the minutes from the August 27th special meeting as the council had not yet received them.  The motion was seconded and passed 2-0.

Police Report

Town Marshall Michael Russo submitted the Monthly Police Report and stated there was nothing further to add to the report.  He requested approval for $600 for fleet service car washes for the police vehicle.  A motion was made and seconded, and passed 2-0.

Report of Town Engineer

Engineer Jay Vorisek submitted his report to the Council.

Engineer Vorisek presented the quotes that were received for the 2013 road work, which includes a complete resurface of Meridian Hills Lane, Illinois from Meridian Hills Blvd to north end just past St. Luke’s 3rd entrance, and patching throughout the town.  The lowest quote was for $73,843.10 by Baumgartner.  A motion was made to approve an amount not to exceed $75,000.  The motion was seconded and passed 2-0.

John Oakley, Storm Water Program Manager with DPW, was introduced.  Mr. Oakley stated that the Pennsylvania Drainage Project will reach substantial completion within 30 days.  Additionally, they are working on a resolution for the Central Drainage Issue south of 75th, and the culvert under Holliday Drive East and 74th is in the process of being repaired.  The Town Drainage Study, encompassing areas from 75th to 73rd, along Illinois, from the west side of Meridian to the east, and along 73rd past Pennsylvania to Pennridge, is also underway.  Lastly, Mr. Oakley stated that there is a new process for reporting drainage complaints.  On August 26, 2011, the City transferred the water utilities to Citizens Energy Group.  Under this agreement, CEG maintains the storm water infrastructure.  As a result, drainage complaints should now be directed to 924-3311, rather than the Mayor’s Action Center.  CEG are the first responders and will address the issue, or refer it to DPW Operations to prioritize if it is a capital improvement project rather than a maintenance issue.

Phil Genetos, resident and member of the Woodmont II Homeowners Association, introduced Tara Betterman, a Property Manager of Woodmont.  Ms. Betterman shared aerial photographs with elevations and contours , photos of drainage facilities, and photos of both standing and running rainwater on and adjacent to the Woodmont property.  She also passed out a list of people she has spoken with from the City and Citizens Energy Group.  Mr. Genetos and she stated that they have not been able to get a resolution from either source.  It was suggested that the original drainage plans designed by Roger Ward Engineering and submitted by the developers to the City for a permit do not appear to have been implemented.  Revisiting code enforcement and securing the submitted plans as well as any sign-off on the project are necessary.  Per Marion County and City of Indianapolis Code, any development must accommodate all off-site drainage.  Mr. Oakley suggested that a low-flow system designed to handle both average rains as well as occasional high volume storms - similar to the new system installed on Pennsylvania - should be considered.  It was agreed that the Town of Meridian Hills is not involved in this issue as it is not on Town  ROW.

Lastly, Mr. Vorisek stated that construction of the multi-use path on College between 71st and 7th is underway.  It appears the College Bridge over Williams Creek will be a 2014.  A resident asked if the bridge on 75th Street across Williams Creek south of the Blind School will also be undergoing construction.  Mr. Vorisek reported that he was unaware of any plans for that bridge, but would double check.

Town Attorney 

Nothing to report

Report of Clerk Treasurer 
Assistant Clerk-Treasurer Bernie Bruno presented the Clerk Treasurers report in John Taylor’s absence.  A special council meeting was held August 27th to introduce the 2014 Town Budget and Budget Calendar.  Financial Statements and vouchers were distributed.  There was nothing further to report.

Old Business
Nothing to report

New Business

President Freihofer discussed plans to implement a Right-of-Way Encroachment Policy.  This would allow residents who want to provide parking in the ROW adjacent to their property permission from the Town, subject to meeting construction and safety standards including size, maintaining visible sight lines for motorists, permeable materials, and agreeing to be responsible for maintaining.  There was a motion to table the first reading of the Ordinance since the wording and standards were still being developed.  The motion was seconded and passed 2-0.
Brian Tuohy, resident and attorney representing Park Tudor School, requested support for a variance seeking rezoning for two parcels the school recently acquired on 75th Street, north of their existing campus, to be consistent with the rest of the campus.  Photos of the parcels and existing campus were displayed.  The school met with adjacent residents, some of whom asked that the school agree to 100’ setbacks along 75th Street to be consistent with the residential restrictions.  Park Tudor agreed to 50‘ setbacks, despite the 20’ minimum required by the new zoning.  They also agreed to the same commitments addressing building height, lighting restrictions, event shut-down times, etc. that applied to the Grace Hill/Nunery property.  The Development Standards Committee voted to support the variance request for rezoning subject to the agreed-upon commitments 2-1.  A motion was made to support the Park Tudor variance request subject to the agreed-upon commitments.  The motion was seconded and passed 2-0.

President Freihofer then introduced discussed an Encroachment License for Park Tudor at Pennridge Drive.  Park Tudor had removed a chain link fence and installed a landscaped pedestrian walkway between the Headmaster’s House and campus.  A portion of the sidewalk is in the town ROW, so an Encroachment License is being sought addressing maintenance and liability.  The license will be both in perpetuity and revokable.  Resident Beth Mills asked how the restrictions preventing the path from becoming a thru-road or drop-off area would be maintained in the future.  President Freihofer stated that these commitments were attached to the vacation of Central and were a public document.  A motion was made to approve the Encroachment License and seconded, and passed 2-0. 

Resident Forum

Resident Dan Lucas distributed photos regarding a footpath that connects Washington Blvd, north of 75th Street to a private drive off of Pennsylvania.  The private drive is located where East 77th Street was vacated, believed in 1955.  New owners of the home at 7701 N. Pennsylvania have closed off access to their property.  Several residents on Washington Blvd are frustrated that this footpath is no longer available, as it provided safe passage to Pennsylvania for the residents and their children.  The residents are asking the Town to write a letter supporting a call for a Public Easement by Prescription, which allows an easement to be re-instated due to the uninterrupted length of time it had been used in the past.  President Freihofer asked Town Attorney Beesley to look into the issue to see if it’s a matter the Town can be involved in.

Committee Reports

Development Standards Committee  - 

Other than the issues already addressed at the meeting, President Freihofer stated that a resident at 130 W. 73rd Street is seeking a variance to install a fence in front of their property.  President Freihofer stated that he intends to present the issue to the Development Standards Committee for their review.

Claims & Vouchers

There was a motion to approve the claims and vouchers for August for $14,035.03 and September for $19,003.14.  The motion was seconded and approved 2-0.

	
	
	
	Town of Meridian Hills, Indiana
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	         Accounts Payable Vouchers Submitted August 12, 2013
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EFT
	Town Payroll 8/8/13- 8/21/13 (estimated)
	
	$4,900.00 

	EFT
	Town Payroll 8/22/13- 9/4/13 (estimated)
	
	4,900.00 

	2552
	AT&T 
	
	
	
	
	98.75 

	2553
	Speedway  
	
	
	
	
	441.55 

	2554
	Verizon (air card monthly usage)
	
	
	30.03 

	2555
	Stavros Lawn Service 
	
	
	
	838.99 

	2556
	Crossroad Engineers (Invoice 13527)
	
	585.00 

	2557
	Bingham Greenebaum Doll (August retainer)
	
	1,000.00 

	2557
	Bingham Greenebaum Doll (Invoice 4269327)
	
	640.75 

	2558
	Info. Services Agency (IMPD access)
	
	34.89 

	2559
	IPL 
	
	
	
	
	565.07 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	$14,035.03 


	
	
	
	Town of Meridian Hills, Indiana
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	         Accounts Payable Vouchers Submitted September 9, 2013
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EFT
	Town Payroll 9/5/13- 9/18/13 (estimated) (incl. councilors)
	$6,700.00 

	EFT
	Town Payroll 9/19/13- 10/2/13 (estimated)
	
	4,900.00 

	2562
	AT&T 
	
	
	
	
	98.59 

	2563
	Penske Chevrolet (347303)
	
	
	43.67 

	2564
	Info. Services Agency (IMPD access)
	
	34.89 

	2565
	Speedway  
	
	
	
	
	473.89 

	2566
	Verizon (air card monthly usage)
	
	
	30.03 

	2567
	Stavros Lawn Service 
	
	
	
	2,733.00 

	2568
	Morphey Construction (Invoice 13-4085)
	
	950.00 

	2569
	Bingham Greenebaum Doll (Sept. retainer)
	
	1,000.00 

	2570
	IPL 
	
	
	
	
	565.07 

	2571
	Crossroad Engineers PC Invoice #13591
	
	1,474.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	$19,003.14 


Adjournment

There being no further business, there was a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:05.  The motion was seconded and approved 2-0.

Respectfully Submitted,

Terry O’Brien

Meridian Hills Town Council


