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Design Committee Documents 

 

Document #1- Agenda for first meeting and purpose 

RE:  May 8, 2019 Design Subcommittee Agenda 

Agenda for Pathway Design process, The Town of Meridian Hills  

A. Welcome  

 a. Co-chair introductions  

 The goals of the committee will be as follows. (additional goals can be added) In the form of a 

 recommendation to the Town Council this committee will:  

1. Define the best location in the town for the pathway and then meet with the most affected home owners 

 to solicit their support (or not) and understand their concerns. 

2. Define a good, better, best design with a cost estimate and impact statement at the end of Concept and 

 Design development. 

B. Over all process  

 Four meetings as a larger committee 

1. First meeting- Exploration (see notes below).  

Subcommittee would meet work thru options and report on location options and design 

   options.   

2. Report back to full committee on findings and discussion.  

Sub-committee to meet with residents (on site) in small groups to gather 

options and concerns.   

3. Report back to full committee on resident meeting and options.  

Sub-committee to write final report and issue to full committee. 

4. Full committee to meet to finalize report.  

  At the end of this committee we will ask for volunteers to be on the subcommittee. Would like to have 5 

 people.  

  Voting if needed will be by those who are at the meeting but dissenting notes can be added to the report.  

C. May 8th meeting Exploration, Goals and process   

         Table discussions questions: 

 

D. Subcommittee sigh up  

 Subcommittee meeting date TBD 

E. Next meeting Date 

F.  Other items to be discussed.  

G. Adjourn  

 

Document #2- Minutes/results from first meeting 

RE:  Design Committee 

Sent:  June 2, 2019  (6:07 PM) 

 
 

Please find attached [see below] the summary of the responses to Greg's questions at our first meeting. 

Our next meeting has been changed to July 30. 
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Please check your calendars.  If you will not be able to attend, let me know ASAP.  At this meeting, we will 

establish the number for a quorum and the percentage needed to pass a vote.  We need a robust turnout to make 

sure we set valid parameters for this.  If a lot of members have a conflict with that date, we will need to reschedule 

it. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  Those who signed up for the subcommittee are 

scheduled to meet on June 6 and 13. 

Thanks, 

Tom 

 

Meridian Hills Sidewalk Design Committee (Meeting  #1)   May 8, 2019   6:30 pm   St. Luke 

Responses to these bold questions/prompts are listed from the greatest to least number of comments 

1. Reasons for building a sidewalk 

a. Connectivity (5) 

   Overall connectivity   

   Connect all neighborhoods and neighbors – social reasons 

   Connectivity for churches, schools, parks, amenities 

      Monon, St. Luke, Park Tudor, Marat Park, Holliday Park, Meridian Hills CC 

         b. Safety (3) 

         c. Walkability (3) 

   Exercise/health/walking 

                 d.    Potential increase in property values generally for Meridian Hills 

  

 

2. Reasons not to build a sidewalk 

                   a. Safety/Liability (5) 

  Safety hazard at/from driveways 

  Dangerous intersections, i.e. Meridian Street and College Avenue 

  Liabilities/lawsuits/injuries 

  Fear it may potentially lead to increased crime for homes on/near route 

               b.     Negative impact on property (4) 

  Adversely alter the character of a neighborhood – trees/landscape 

  Loss of privacy 

  Potential negative impact on involved residential and property values 

  Overall fear of negative impact on property 

               c.    Maintenance costs (3) 

  Cost of maintenance/upkeep/repair/replace 

                       d. Drainage Issues (3) 

  Flooding/drainage/water issues 

 

3. Users 

        a. The users should be: 

   Walkers/joggers/families/ dogs 

                        b.  The sidewalk should not allow: 

   Bicycles/Scooters/Skateboards/Motorized vehicles 

 

4. Goals 

                                       a.   Safely connect to neighbors and amenities in the community and surrounding areas 

                                       b.   Improve connectivity/desirability (5) 

   Improve desirability and character of the town 

   College intersection (and Meridian) is dangerous-safe sidewalk might help 

   Connect students to St. Luke 
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   Park Tudor-possible way to connect to College 

                                      c.   Master Plan (2) 

                                      d.   Health and fitness (2) 

   Improve health and increase walking option 

                                      e.   Standard of Design (2) 

   High quality design 

                                      f.   Miscellaneous (2) 

   Sustainability/Resident and Residence support 

 

 Design subcommittee sign-up was conducted.  First meeting on June 6. 

 Next Design Committee meeting is on July 30. 

 

 

Document #3- Notice  

RE:  Design Subcommittee 

Sent:  July 2, 2019 (10:28 AM) 
 

 
 

Hello all, 

The design subcommittee did a walk-through on 75th Street on June 13 (Christine Ricks, John Taylor, Gusty Raikos, 

Bill Taylor, Jane van der Meulen, Greg, and I were able to attend).  Options and issues were discussed. Morel work 

is needed.  Review of potential routes on Illinois and Pennsylvania also need to be completed.  Summer schedules 

are creating some logistical challenges.   

We are going to postpone and reschedule the meeting set for July 30. if you have any questions or concerns, 

please feel free to contact Greg Jacoby or me.  We hope you are enjoying summer, now that it has arrived. 

Thanks, 

Tom 

 

 

Document #4- Results of walk-through 

RE: 75th Street walk x 

Sent:  August 14, 2019  (6:25 AM)  

Once again, thanks to all of you who were able to make it on the walk of 75th Street. 

Greg and I had calendar conflicts throughout July.  We met last night.  Greg had reviewed his notes from the walk 

and laid out a preliminary plan regarding a potential sidewalk 75th Street. 

Since you were involved in the walk and this will be discussed at our next Design Committee meeting, I wanted to 

share these thoughts. 

Based on St. Luke, and the length of retaining walls needed,  the current consideration would be to have a sidewalk 

on the north side of 75th Street (west of Meridian) and on the south side of 75th Street (east of Meridian).   

We will meet with the town engineer to review right-of-way issues, etc.  We also briefly discussed issues such as 

size of sidewalk, location against or next to the street, curbing, etc.  

 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please let Greg or me know. 

 

Thanks, 

Tom 
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Document #5- Notice/Agenda for second meeting 

RE:  Reminder on RSVP for meeting this Thursday 

Sent:  August 19, 2019  (9:07AM)  

Hi. A Reminder. 

We need to establish the number for a quorum and the number to pass a vote (simple majority or more) at this 

meeting.  That is why it is important to know if you will be there.  I believe Greg wants to take something to the 

Town Council on Sept 9. 

The next meeting is scheduled for: 

 Thursday, August 22nd 

 6:30-7:30 p.m.   

St. Luke Catholic Church conference room on the west side (same as last meetings).  

  

PLEASE RSVP TO ME WITH YOUR PLAN ON ATTENDING (WILL ATTEND, NOT ABLE TO ATTEND, NO LONGER 

INTERESTED IN COMMITTEE).  PLEASE LET ME KNOW BY NOON TUESDAY 8/20/19. 

Items to be discussed/reviewed: 

·         Decision on east-west route (71st vs 75th) 

·         Discussion of second phases (e.g., Pennsylvania St., Illinois St.) 

·         Review of the subcommittee walk on 75th Street 

·         Discussion of possible route, considerations,  and process to evaluate its feasibility 

·         Next steps 

A follow-up meeting on Tuesday September 3rd (6:30 p.m. at St. Luke) is being planned.  This meeting would be to 

take final votes on the committee recommendations.  We need to know quorum and vote margin to pass a vote. 

PLEASE LET ME ALSO KNOW YOUR AVAILABILITY TO ATTEND THE SECOND MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 3RD. 

The next Town Council meeting is scheduled for September 9. 

Thanks, 

Tom 

 

Document #6- Notice/summary to subcommittee 

RE:  SEPT 3 MEETING  

Sent:  August 26, 2019  (3:22PM) 

 

 

 
The design subcommittee will meet at St. Luke Catholic School on Tuesday (Sept.3) from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

There will be a vote to approve/not approve the proposed course for the sidewalk. 

The current course being considered: 

1. On the north side of 75th Street from Spring Mill Road to Illinois Street.  There is a four-way stop at this 

intersection.   
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2. The sidewalk would then go on the south side of 75th Street from Illinois Street to North College 

Avenue. 

3. A route along 71st Street does not appear to be a feasible option for the Town of Meridian Hills. 

If this proposed route is approved, the next step would be to see if there are any insurmountable right-of-way 

issues.  Following that, the proposed layout of the 5-6 foot sidewalk would be demarcated on each property and 

reviewed with each homeowner.  More technical considerations (drainage, bridges, etc) would follow. 

We would like to thank everyone who attended the last meeting to discuss the proposals.  Any 

questions/concerns/suggestions about this current route will be discussed and put to a vote on Sept. 3.  Greg will 

report to the Town Council on Sept. 9. 

 

Debbie and I will be returning from a west coast wedding on the evening of Sept. 3 and will not be back in time to 

attend the meeting.  I would like to personally thank everyone for their time, effort, and consideration. 

 

Those in attendance at the August 22 meeting were:  John Taylor, Colleen Field, Jeen Jager, Susan Prenatt, Butch 

Walker, Gusty Raikos, Larry Price, Idella Simmons, David Isaacs, Debbie Leipzig, Rashid Khairi, Antone Najem, Jacob 

Gough, Greg Jacoby, and Tom Leipzig. 

 

Once again, thank you. 

Tom 

  

Document #7-Results of subcommittee vote 

Greg relayed the following report to me.  Those in attendance were:  Butch Walker, Colleen Field, Larry Sablosky, 

Gusty Raikos, Larry Price, Janet Taylor, Kathy Finley, Idella Simmons, Jeen Jager, Chris Ricks, Bill Taylor, Abbe 

Hohmnan, and Greg Jacoby.  Tom and Debbie Leipzig were away.  The vote to approve further investigation of the 

proposed route was: 8 yes, 1 with conditions, 3 abstain, 1 no. 

 

Document #8-Committee meeting before Town Council Presentation 

November 27, 2019 Meeting at St. Luke 

27 were present.  2 away. 

Summary:  There was a motion to pursue funding for an engineering study evaluating the possibility of a sidewalk 

on West 75th Street between Meridian Street and Spring Mill Road.  The vote carried by a majority, with 2 

opposing, and several abstentions.  

Meeting detail and topics of discussion: 

1. Greg Jacoby reviewed the draft version of his presentation at the Town Council meeting on December 2, 

2019.  His power point and other summary materials by Tom Leipzig were made available for review by 

the committee and others. 

2. Greg reviewed the proposed route on 75th Street which would provide pedestrian access to St. Luke on 

the north side and Park Tudor, Marott Park, Monon Trial, and Broad Ripple on the south side. 

3. Potential sources of funding for an engineering study are reportedly available.  Greg said he has received 

verbal commitment to donate the right-of-way from Parcels 9 and 12 needed for the proposed sidewalk 

on West 75th Street.  The Town possesses the remaining right-of-way needed west of Meridian Street.   

Greg said this would represent the minimum requirement to pursue a funded engineering study. 

4. On the south side of East 75th Street, Greg stated that donation of needed right-of-way has been given 

verbally from Parcels 35, 40, 43, and 44, but not for Parcels 23, 26, and 47. 



6 

 

5. Concerns over mature trees were raised.  Greg noted that the number of trees potentially affected were 

fewer on the south side which represented part of the rationale for the proposed route.  The sidewalk 

would be placed around trees where possible.  The caliber, quality, and quantity of trees would need to 

be factored into the design and cost estimate for the project.  Consideration of the need for an arborist 

was discussed. 

6. The issue of safety and the need for a sidewalk, especially as it involves school children, was discussed.  

Also discussed were continued concerns over the excess speed and traffic along 75th Street, the two major 

intersections, and their impact on safety.   

7. The majority voiced a commitment to having a plan developed which reflects incorporates high quality in 

construction and materials and reflects and respects the terrain and ambience of Meridian Hills.  There 

was discussion that the Town is negatively impacting the value, landscape, and privacy of selected 

homeowners along the route, and that this is an imposed burden which is not shared by the residents in 

Meridian Hills who are requesting this project. There was consensus that the solutions to homeowner’s 

concerns need to be addressed in a “neighborly” manner.  It was felt that the correct approach and 

subsequent design may fuel enthusiasm for subsequent phases of the pedestrian connectivity plan. 

8. There was concern over the Town’s commitment to guarantee funding to complete the agreed upon 

design of the project, given the Town’s minimal budget.   Additional needed funds to insure proper 

completion, including taxation and personal donations were discussed.   

9. Concerns over lack of detail in the presentation were raised.  Greg said that an engineering study would 

be the proper venue to specify these.  He suggested that our committee co-chairs remain involved in the 

design study to provide input and transparency.  Public meetings for review and input would be scheduled 

as appropriate. 

10. The meeting adjourned after 1.5 hours. 

11. Letters for or against the committee proposals were solicited.  See Attachment 4:  Letters from Residents 

 



Report of the Sidewalk Design Committee

December 2,2019

l. Committee Meetings

L. Thirty-four residents of Meridian Hills expressed interest in the committee. Four Design

Committee meetings were held. A quorum was never specified. Motions were carried by a

majority of those present at a meeting. Attendance was as follows:

June 6, 2019

August 22,2019
September 3,2019
November 25,2OL9

16 present, 3 away

14 present

13 present, 2 away

29 present, 2 away

ln addition, six people participated in a subcommittee which walked 75th Street and

considered each property to define a route which would appear to encounter the fewest

obstacles.

Il. Overall Plan

2. The Design Committee proposes a Master Plan for connectivity in Meridian Hills.

The Committee recommends that the Town of Meridian Hills petition the city of
lndianapolis to place a sidewalk along 71't St. from Spring Mill Road to North College

Avenue.

North-south sidewalks in Meridian Hills on Pennsylvania Street (Phase 2) and lllinois

Street (Phase 3) are recommended as part of an overall plan for connectivity.

Investigation of these routes has not been completed.

As the first step in connectivity, the Committee was directed to evaluate a sidewalk

on 75th Street.
i. The majority of those attending the committee meeting on November 26 voted

to pursue funding for an engineering study for a sidewalk on West 75th Street.

a. There has been a verbal commitment to donate the needed right-of-

way from Parcels 9 and 12 on the proposed route. The Town already
possesses the remainder of needed right-of-way on West 75th Street.

b. The owner of Parcels 40,43, and 44, and the owner of Parcel 35 have

verbally agreed to donate needed right-of-way on East 75th Street. The

owners of Parcels 23,26, and 47 do not wish to grant right-of-way.

c. Review and discussion of the proposed route with homeowners who do

not control needed right-of-way was not completed. The committee

recommends that this be accomplished.

d. The proposed route is felt to provide an avenue for connectivity which
presents the fewest obstacles. However, difficulties with placement of
a sidewalk are apparent, especially on East 75th Street.

e. The proposed route is on the north side of West 75th Street from Spring

Mill Road to lllinois Street. lt then crosses to the south side at the
western edge of the intersection of 75th Street and lllinois Street. From

a.

b.



there it travels along the south side of 75th Street to North College

Avenue.

ii. Critical and technical considerations such as drainage, bridges, construction of
retaining walls, etc., were not reviewed or discussed in any detail. lt was felt a

meaningful analysis and proposal requires the input of appropriate
professionals as a matter of due diligence.

d. See Attachments 1-3 for further detail.

Certain elements could not be completed by the committee. Considerations shared by many residents
on 75th Street were discussed at the Committee meetings. The following were not voted upon but
reflect the general consensus:

lll. General considerations regarding a 75th Street sidewalk

A. Most residents on 75th Street support the concept of greater connectivity in Meridian Hills,

with easier and safer access to schools, churches, Marott Park, the Monon Trail, and the
village of Broad Ripple.

i. There is acknowledgement that sidewalks may benefit home values in Meridian Hills

generally.

ii. There is acknowledgement that this sidewalk may adversely affect the value of the
homes on which it is placed.

B. There are substantial problems associated with "retro-fitting" a sidewalk, especially given

the terrain and landscape on East 75th Street. For some parcels, the sidewalk will be in close
proximity to the dwelling, require replacement and relocation of driveways, or create other
significant design challenges. Given this, many residents believe that property values may
be adversely affected, especially on the eastern portion of the street.

C. The Town possesses the needed right-of-way for most parcels on the proposed route. lt is
acknowledged that the Town will place a burden (loss of privacy, landscape issues, and/or
property devaluation) on many involved homeowners which is not shared by the remainder
of the community who may benefit from it.

i. The Design Committee has approached its work in good faith as neighbors in
Meridian Hills. lt asks that the Town Council reciprocates and also be mindful,
considerate, and neighborly in its approach.

ii. The Design Committee was unable to speak with each home owner on 75th Street
who would be impacted. lt requests that this be accomplished prior to making
further recommendations.

D. The sidewalk should be for pedestrians only, barring motorized scooter and adult bicycle
use.

E. lt would be desirable to have a small, representative group from the committee serve in an

advisory capacity for engineering studies or formal design processes.

F. lf this sidewalk project proceeds, is done well, and reflects the standards associated with
Meridian Hills, it may serve as a model and provide further impetus to pedestrian
connectivity in the town.



tv. Safety/Traffic Ca lmi ng considerations

A. Excessive speed and increased traffic remain significant concerns on 75th Street. "Traffic

calming" methodology needs to be employed. Possible devices include, but are not limited

to additional stop signs (enforcement required), speed humps, cross walks, cross walk

bubbles, and street narrowing (most effective).
i. A lower speed limit would only work with continued enforcement.

B. DPW

i. DPW needs to study and provide input on the pedestrian cross-walk at Meridian Street

and 75th Street. Curb extensions or a pedestrian island may be needed. The residents

are very concerned about the safety of children at this intersection if use is increased.

ii. DPW needs to study and provide input on the pedestrian cross-walk at College Avenue

and 75th Street. There are concerns, especially in association with the steep grade and

the potential danger posed to young children on bicycles.

iii. DPW needs to allow removal of the acceleration/deceleration lanes at Washington

Boulevard on the south side of 75th Street.

Quality of construction

A. High quality design and construction materials are critical. The project needs to reflect the

atmosphere of Meridian Hills. The sidewalk should not be asphalt, but rather concrete or an

aggregate. Natural stone or other aesthetically appropriate materials need to be used on

retaining walls. Handrails and fences should be made of wood or other high quality

materials, not iron pipe and cyclone fencing. lnput into the choice and selection of
materials should be solicited from involved homeowners and representative residents.

B. Landscaping planning to help mitigate the impact of the sidewalk needs to be included. The

best design may include a "furniture" zone for plantings, mailboxes, utilities, etc. between

the curb and sidewalk zones.

C. For properties on the route, variances for front yard and corner yard fences should be

granted.

D. An arborist should determine the value of trees lost or potentially injured by the project and

make recommendations regarding replacement or mitigation. When possible, the sidewalk

path should pass around a tree.

E. Drainage issues will be problematic and costly to address. Expert advice is required.

Financial Considerations

A. The Town Council has repeatedly voiced concerns about its budgetary limitations. The cost

estimate for this sidewalk project needs to fairly and accurately reflect the inclusion of items

including, but not limited to those listed in Sections ll and lllA-E. Appropriate funding may

require additional measures such as a combination of taxation and personal contributions.

B. There has been no similar project of this scale in Meridian Hills. The Finance Committee

must insure that additional funding needed for a high quality and aesthetically appropriate
project is guaranteed, and that unexpected cost overruns will be addressed through

additional funding rather than "cost cutting" initiatives.

V.

vt.



D.

E.

Following the official topographic survey of the route, including the proposed placement of

the sidewalk, a real estate analysis needs to be conducted to determine the fair market

impact on the properties on 75th Street,

The annual budget for maintenance, upkeep, repair, and possible defacement mitigation

costs as well as identifying who is responsible for day-to-day oversight needs to be

established.

lf the sidewalk project does move forward, many residents over the last year have

supported the idea of an independent, professional assessment and proposal by a landscape

architect with pathway expertise. Before embarking upon a first attempt at a several million

dollar construction project in Meridian Hills which will permanently alter terrain, the small

additional investment may be prudent. The rough estimated cost is similar to that of the

initial feasibility study (approximately S12,000).
















































































